Reply to President Obama

I was informed on 7/10/2014 that a reporter will interview me, but she failed to show up. President Obama and his advisers sent me multiple email/letters, asking me to tell them about my story/experience, how my family is doing, what is working, what is not, and what is on my mind. In my mind, there is no “me, me, me”, but “we, we, we”. We are created equal. We are all in one boat. We are all human beings.

My generation was born in war. We want peace. After 25 years of public service in Taiwan, I retired and came to America. To the Japanese, America means rice, to the Chinese, America means beautiful.

From textbooks and publications, we learned the Declaration of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, which makes America beautiful; Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg address and Emancipation Proclamation, makes America strong; and FDR’s New Deal Address to 77th Congress makes America stronger. But after he passed away, there is no man who sincerely carried out his wishes: Six-Foundations of a healthy and strong democracy, and a world founded upon Four Freedoms- freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom from want, and freedom from fear. 

70 years later, when I reread FDR’s address today (9/1/2014), I C-R-Y. I cry for FDR because no one carried out his wishes, and I cry for myself because I have not found his new Four Freedoms. But I remember him. FDR sent me a new suit, which was the only new suit I had in six years before I graduated from high school in China. 

I wrote in my 74-year diary, on 2/11-13/1971 (attached): Tomorrow, I “exile myself”: I will depart from my loving family, and fly to a land of opportunity, to seek new life, and new freedoms; and to enlighten Mozi’s 5 ideas: universal love, mutual benefit, non-aggression, thriftness, and righteousness. Mozi (468-378 BC) is my model. He loves all equally. If by robbing smoothing his whole body from the crown to the heel, he could have benefited the empire, he would have done it. 

Affected by the passion of the Diaoyu Island movement against Japan in 1971, I joined a Taiwan student group to promote China’s unification on 1972. Then after a summary of the lessons gained from a decade of unification activities as well as the dream I had in 1947, I founded the National Association for China’s Peaceful Unification (NACPU) on 9/4/1982, to promote the 3-peace: peace between Taiwan Strait, peace between US-China, peace among all nations. Relying on “honest, integrity, diligence, and courage” as my brand, in NACPU’s founding paper, I swore that “we should have the courage of doing what is justice, the spirit of risk-taking, and as enthusiastic to commit”, “we are willing to sacrifice personal wealth and well-being to struggle for the share hope of humanity” (9/1/1982).

To my great surprise, in the past 42 years, my family and I have been “hated” on a thousand of occasions. Although my heart is disquieted and grieved (Dr. X gave me wrong medicines on 8/1, 12/3/2012 purposely...), I will keep following the Chinese culture and the sage’s teachings as a guide to move forward to fulfill my 3-peace and FDR’s 4-Freedoms. 

Things have their root and their branches. Affairs have their end and their beginning. The cultivation of the person is the root of everything besides. Justice is the root, peace is result. The peace between Taiwan Strait is the foundation of the peace between US-China. And the peace between US-China is the foundation of the lasting peace among all nations. This is what I believed and fought for from the beginning of 1972. 

What is on my mind now? George Washington’s Farewell address (12/23/1783), Lincoln’s “house divided cannot stand” is on my mind. “The Great Learning”, the “Doctrine of the Mean”, “Confucian analects”, “The Wishes of Mencius”, and Xun-Zis (312 BC – 230 BC) comment on war, specially the letters I wrote to President Obama, and President Hu, then to President Xi on 1/12/2011 and 6/6/2013, is on my mind! What is in the minds of Chinese sages?

“All things are nourished together without their injuring one another, the courses of the seasons, and the sun and moon are pursued without any collision among them. The smaller energies are like river currents: the greater energies are seen as in mighty transformations. It is this which makes heaven and earth so great!”

Virtue is the root; wealth is the result. “If he make the root his secondary object, and the result his primary, he will only wrangle with his people, and teach them rapine. In a state, pecuniary gain is not to be considered to be prosperity, but prosperity will be found in righteousness. He wishes to illustrate illustrious virtue throughout the kingdom (world), first ordered well their state. Their state being rightly governed, the whole kingdom was made tranquil and happy.”

“Superiors and inferiors will try to snatch this profit the one from the other, and the kingdom will be endangered.” Since “the kingdom has long been without the principles of truth and right”, for 500 years, “Heaven is going to use your master, our Mr. President, as a bell with its wooden tongue”, to wake up the world.

“Virtue is not left to stand alone. He who practices it will have neighbors”. The fire in Iraq or anywhere in the world, is like a “labor-pain” before a new era born. 

“At the present time, in a country of ten thousand chariots, let benevolent government be put in practice (to transform the sectarian differences), and the people (world) will be delighted in with it”. He whose completed goodness is brightly displayed is what is called a great man (President). Please display the Mozi’s thoughts in your “Obama’s Doctrine” and spread it to all the people everywhere in the world?

As FDR said, “the justice of morality must and win in the end.”

Hunter Huang (9/1/2014)

Founder, NACPU
